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Thee 31-year-vld event rider [rom Nutley is
both & recing enthusiast and passionate
ahout relmining racehorses. Her farnily
owne racchorses and she wsed to ride out
for Hampshite-hased mainer Chris Gordon.

‘It all began when oot own horses would
come oo the end of thelr racing career and T

Fever, or Fever, atwive Chelienham Festival
winner who won 10 out hiz 21 1eces and
£%45,055 in prize money for bis brmerowoer,
and 17-year-old Watergate Bay, aka Nixon,
whowas & winner for trainer Panl Nicholls,

‘Fever sterted eventing as & 10-vear-old
and has been a pleasure o retrain,’ says

"Watergate Bay is my most successful

horse so far and was the very

first occupant of the retrained
racchorse stable at Plumpton’

srarfed rerraining them,” she savs. “Foresr
Echo was my zecond occupant of the
Phusnipiton stahle.

‘He proved too slow for racing bur is
showing great promise for a successful
eventing career. He camne thicd in his Grst
event, has won drestage oompet[ons ol
came second in his first arena eventing
competition, which fnvolves showhimping
and cross country on an all-weather surface”

Harriet's other ex-racehorses that have
been to Plampten are L-year-old Champagne

Harrier. "He 1z now ridden hy my sroom
Georpla Marsland who s enfoving learning
the vopes of eventing on him. We lnve having
him In the vard as he 15 such a characrer. He
ig thriving o iz active semi retirernent,
doing & it of evervthing and hacking round
1l Asludown Forest where we Jive,
"Waterzate Bay is my most successful horse
5o tar and was the very frst cocupanc of the
retrained racchorse stable at Plumpton. We
baaghe him from Paul Mchedls and potnt-to-
polnted him for a season. Hethen had azlizhe »
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tendlon injury so 1 rehabbed him and started
rerraining bim with the plan of doing a fow
events and then finding him a nice horne.
However, he proved exmemely talented and
ook to eventng fantastically.

Clocking uwp numerous wing in top
competitions, in 28 he was named the
Betrsining of Racehorses (Rel) Eventing
Chantpion. The RoR is a charity run by The
British Horseracing Authority to support
the retcainiong amd rebooing of formes

other careers such as eventing, dressage,
showiumping, pole, hacking cur and
miany nther disciphnes. Tr's great there are
orranisations such as HoR thar organdse
NUMErGALE BVETITS ACTOSS (e conntry and
prive owmers something to aim for with thedr

ex-racenares - incloding prestigions vennes,
such as Blenheim and Aintree.

‘The retrained racehorse stable is a
fzntastic initiative. It allows the reneral
prubrlic G ged ug chose and intersct with an

'l think some people are surprised
Lhal they are so amenable, bul Lhey
are aclually very good al adapting’

vucehurses, Nixon recently embarked on
his ‘third career’ &5 a dressage horse with
Harriel amd last year they won the Rovice
Iol Dressspe Champlonships st Elenhetm
Palace Internatiomal Horse Trials:

‘He's a fabulons horse and = fanzastic
example of the versatilicy of the racehorse,
z8ys Harriet. “Thoroughbred racehorses
are so athlerle and intelligens, therefore,
some are greal camdivates lor relrainiog la

| ex-raveherse aod gives themn the chanee 1w

ask questions gbout their lives after racing
and their nelraining.

“What's alsonice is vou can have superstar
racehorses that had tantastleally successml
rareers, like Fewer, bue also the nnsueecsstal
rmes, like Noddy. Tr shows thar It doesn'r
matter whether they were good at racing or
nar, they all deserve and have the ahiliry for
i second career and u lile outside of racing”

THE RACEHORSE REHOME (UERN

| Meffer Forsst Fohn anme [ast a5 a racsharse
Durt |3 & winper at dressage and swanting

Another local rider, Emma Paice, 29, [rom
Hartfield, has two ex-racchorses on loan.
Shie has been to the Plumpeon stable wich
Ballvcor, or Bally, aged 14, who won thiee
races doring his career, including one ar
Plumpton. She will be back at Flumpaon on
Tadtes Diay, Sunday, ©May 15, with 27-vyéar-
uldl Liskanri,

Ermng has been placed th svery dressape
compelition she has entered on Bally, and
now plans 1o event him. She has compered
in showjumping classes and evented Laskari.
Both horscs also cnjoy hacking our.

"1 have alvays had horses” says Emma. a
nursing asststan ata small andmal veterinary
elinte. 'T alwayvs thonght racehorzes are
heanrful horses and saw quite a few of them
goine armind topevanting conpses, and rhat
interested me. T ke a challenpe.'

Ermima first heard abour Laskari afrer he
fiad been relired froan racing and was locking
1o b rehored.

‘] ended up taking him oo in 2018 and
thiat’s bow il all stared,’ she sy, s @
real character, always in your pockets and
he Eollows you arcxnd the yard. I'm hoping
to event him again thiz seezon as slthough
he 1= 24 he 15 not ready to retive ver.”

Emma says many people don't realise
racehorses can po on 1o have very different
and fulfilling careecs, And while these
haantiful ex-racehorses may na longer he
in the running, ey are certainly frm
favourites with their new owners and
Plutnplon racegoess.

‘Former recchozses are well handled and
fiave done things [pom & youny age so theyare
wery pollte on the sround, she says. ‘T think
some peaple are surprised that they are so
emenable, bt theyare actuallyvery good at
adapting. T alwavs ooy and promae raking on
ex-racets, 50 165 nice g9 go to Plumpton to
ralk ahbont them and whar they have done @
plumplonracecourse.co,uk

Kirngs Bayenet, ricw known as Taddy, won

air raans and mare than £ 55,000 durirg his

career. Now 16, he's Chiistine Kesle's third

ex-raceharse He was a favaorite rina of

Heyiey Turner, 1he hrst lemale jockesy to ride

100 winners Ina calendar year, Christine,

from Seaford, sdopted ledoy In 2005 througn

Haley's mother wha ran a rehoming corne
hrigtine ks eguine weterinary editor, co-owner

s ditecion of The Horge Hul

wieEite for horge owners - and PEW Evants,

whiich crganisss evenls snd sdacsElian o

animal heahh professionals. She gays 'He loves

an infoiriation
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yoiyg oul onbacke, les-leve] conpetitions
and generally being thoraughly laved ard
spoiled. Like many ex-racehors=s heis a
sansive: and gentie horse wha loves a one
oo connecton.

Shie has also rehamed the raceharse
supercilicus, ake Sid, from 1he Racehorse
Lanctuary In Pulzorsugh ard fastened another.

T love the reactiveness and sensitivity of the
arsaghboed, adds Chiislae, who is maried 10
Sugeer equine dentizt Chris Keete. 'If you have
e = palienice and gre metched witbiha
right ane itis & wonderlul garinershig.’

Chrisdire with foorer changaion
racehorse Teddy
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